[The role of peptide antibiotics in the regulation of cell differentiation in bacteria].
The literature data and the results of the experiments performed by the authors on possible participation of peptide antibiotics in regulation of cell differentiation in bacteria were analysed. It was shown that the available experimental data were in conformity with the regulatory hypothesis. According to this hypothesis the biological role of peptide antibiotics lies in participation in the control of sporulation and germination of the spores rather than in protection upon competition of different microorganisms in nature.